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Henny Upson Sims 
coo Nota Bicurmznr Srmmxt 


Breminoram, Ars. 
r ; February 1, (1959. 


Mrs. Blanche A. Chapman, 
Smithfield, Virginia. 


Dear Mrs. Chapman: 


Mr. R. A. Edwards, of Isle of Wight, refers me to you to try to help 
me out of my genealogical problem, which I have been working on for 
some years. He has sent me a copy of a settlement of the acaount of 
the estate of John Skelton, which appears in Yol. II. Part II, p. 482, 
of the records in his office. He has heretofore sent to my distant kins- 
woman, Mrs. Enmet Morris, of Little Rock, Ark., copy of the power of 
attorney in his office in Deed Book 1, p. 260, dated Oot. 10, 1 La from 
George Symes to John Skelton, to colleot all debts owing to him. ¥ en- 
close you a copy of this, which you will please return to me when you 
report to me. The settlement shows (it is unnecessary to send you a 
copy) merely that the estate of John Skelton paid to Doctor Symes 53-18- 
06, and g@atn 500 lbs. of tobacco. Evidently this Doctor Symes was George 
Symes, and the payments were in settlement of the collections under the 
power of attorney. 

There is also among the reports of titheables, either in that County, or 
in Brunswick, (they are found in Mrs. Morris' book on Adam Symes and His 
Descendants, recently published) that George Symes and Thomas Matthews paid 
head-tax beginning in 1687, and running until 1703; and in 1704 George 
Symes was shown on the quit-rent rolls of 1704 to have had 200 acres in 
Brunswick County. 

From law papers in a suit in England, I found that Col. George Symes 
died on the Island of Antigua, British West Indies, in 1687, leaving five 
children, one named George, and being penniless éol. Georges Symest wife 
had a plantation in Antigua, which she and he Gon eyed to one, John Vernon, 
who died in 1689, two years after Col. Symes. “John Vernon's will left 
George Symes, Ir. and his brothers and sisters 50,000 lbs.,apiece, of sugar 
payable ten years after his death, that is Feb. 1699. That year George 
Symes, Jr. was in Antigua, as the law papers show. Evidently George Symes, 
dr. gave the power of orney to John Skelton, who must have been. 16 when 
he came to Virginia, be ng, therefore, 28 in 1699. The law suit was 
filed for his younger brothers against John Vernon's Executor, and the 
papers show that George Symes, Jr. had his legacy in 1704. So he must 
have gotten his money and came back to Virginia, and bought the lands. The 
law papers refer to George, Jr. as formerly of Antigua, and also show that 
he got his legacy. 

What I want’ you to do, therefore, is to make any search you think profit- 
able to find some record in Isle of Wight or Brunswisk County, unless you 
have reason to go to other Counties, to show that George Symes came from 
Antigua to Virginia, or went back to Antigua in 1698; or came back to 
Virginia from Antigua in 1704. While it is practicably clear that George 
of Isle of Wight, in 1687, 1698 and 1704, was George Symes, Jr. of Antigua, 
I have no actual proof without a connection. 


Mrs. Blanche A. Chapman, 
Smithfield, Virginia. 
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T also would like to know whom George Symes, Jr. married, and what 
connection he was to John Symes, Matthew Symes, George and Edward 
Symes, who, XY find in other records, are always mentioned with him 
from then on in Virginia. 


I know George Symes, Jr. was the father of Adam Symes, of Brunswick; 
but I think the others were his sons. However, you will hardly find 
that unless you stumble on it. 


The important thing is to connect George of Isle of Wight, whom F 
eall George, Jr. above, with Antigua. 


¥ will either send you now the cost of the investigation, if you 


will let me know what it is, or you can let me know when you report 
after you have made a reasonable search. 


Yours very truly, 2 
e- 


Enolosure. 


Henry Upson Srus 
ooo Noam Eroursrntm Stanar 
Bimminewam, Ana. 


February 3, 1939. 


Mrs. Blanche A. Chapmany 
Smithfield, Virginia, 


Dear Mrs. Chapman: 


I neglected to tell you in my letter of Wednesday last, that the titheables 
listed in Book 1687-94, Lawnes Creek Parish, Surrey County, are as follows: 


For the year 1687, pg. 6 = "Robert Litteboy (or Littlebury) and Geo. Sims = 2" 
For the year 1688, pg. 66 = "Thos. Mathers (also Matthews) & Geo. Symes = 2" 
For the year 1689, pg. 127 ~ "Thos. Mathers & Geo. Sima = 2" 

For the year 1690, pg. 152 = "Phill: Shelly & Geo. Sims = 2" 


For the year 1691, pg. "Geo. Blow and Geo, Sims = 2" 
For the year 1692, "Robert Savage & Geo. Sims = 2" 
For the year 1693, (not noted, but these papers are hard to find 


(and hard to read}, 
For the year 1694-(703, both inclusive, = "George Symes ~ 1", except for the 
years 1700, when the list gives "Geo, Symes and Kdwd, Matthews = 2", 


From the papera in the Chancery case in London, I see that in Antigua at the 
time His Excellenoy William Matthews is referred to as a close friend of the family. 
So it occurs to me that George Symes and Thomas Matthews both came from Antigua, and 
that Thomas was the son of William Matthews, who must have been Governor of Leeward 
Islands at the time. Thomas probably followed George as he paid first in 1688; and 
there was another Edward Matthews in 1700. If you find nothing about George Symes 
to connect him with Antigua, you may find something about the Matthews boya coming 
from Antigua, which would practically prove that George came from there too. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Henny Upson Sms 
e0o Nort E1cHrernrn Srzxet 
Burtincwam, Ana. 


February 11, 1939. 


Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman, 
Smithfield, Virginia. 


Dear Mrs. Chapman: 


I thank you very much for your letter of the 9th instant, returning my 
copies of the Power of Attorney and the Will of John Skelton, and making 
suggestions. 

I have been working on this line for some time, as has Mrs. Morris. Beé- 
ginning in 1933, Mrs. Nannie F. Porter, of Richmond, did a lot of work for 
me, going to Yorktown, and reading the York recorda. So there is nothing 
to do there. Mrs. Morris wrote that she did not think there was anything 
more in Surrey County records. So I do not think it worth having you read 
the first volume there. Mrs, Savadge very likely read that for Mrs. Morria. 
Also Mr, Bason of Raleigh got a good copy of Adam Symes’ will from somewhere. 

Your suggestion to look through the Order Bock to see if George Symes made 
a declaration that he was going to leave the country is a good idea. Please 
do that, az well as anything else which occurs to you. 

I did not know of the James Symes of Isle of Wight or Surrey County in 1674; 
but I think he was the brother of John Symes of York, 1696, and of Robert Symes 
of Nansemond, 1694. The latter moved to North Carolina, and died in 1729, leav- 
ing John his executor, end children, Robert, James and Thomas. I think that 
John, Robert and James, therefore, were the sons of another George Symes, who 
died in York in 1658-9. His will is in Will Book 3, p. 89, York Records. Mrs. 
Porter found that a year or more ago; but that will mentions his son John leaving 
him property, and refers to a wife and other children not named. The will was 
probated in 1659, So he could hardly have been the father of the George who 
paid head-tax in Surrey in 1687, 

Like you, I think we have nearly proved that George of 1687 came from Antigua. 
I have written several times to Antigua. There are no’ church records there before 
1700, and I have not yet heard from the State records there. 

I return your letter from Barbados. I long ago wrote to a gentleman in 
Barbados, and goteverything there on the Symses, but they were not our crowd. 

There is a tradition in the Sims family still in Louisa, that their first 
maternal ancestor was Ann Kemp. The Louisa Sims, Mr. L. Mortimer Sims, found 
that our maternal ancestor, the wife of John Symes of New Kent, was Mary Rice, 
daughter of Thomas Rice. We have contemporary proof of that. So Ann Kemp 
may have been George's wife, Matthew's first child was named Ann, born in 
1709. If she was Ann Kemp, she was the daughter of Thomas Kemp, or Richard 
Kemp, or the daughter of another grandson of Col, Matthew Kemp, of Gloucester. 
You might run over the marriage lists in your book to see if you find the mar- 
riage. 

Keep a memorandum of your charges, and send it to me with your next report. 

Thanking you, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 


Enclosure. 


Henry Upson Sims. 
soo Norru Exonreenra Sreset 


BiamimGaam, Ars. 


5 June 22, 1939. 


Mrs, Lewis L. Chapman, 
Smithfield, Virginia. 


Dear Mrs. Chapman: 

Since hearing from you last February, I have mighty nearly 
exhausted the Symes data. The proof of my Antigua idea of George 
Symes of Surrey depends upon whether the young woman I have working 
on it in Antigua (and that report should come in eny day now as we 
comitnicate by air-mail) finds that the will of the mother of George 
Symes of Antigua, who died in 1721, refers to her son George in Vir~ 
ginia, or if he were then dead, to his children, Adam, John, Matthew, 
George and Edward. 

George of Surrey and Isle of Wight was either a youth who came 
from Antigua, or he was a George Symes of some twenty-odd years of age 
who married Margaret Poole in London, in January, 1685. Therefore, 
if you can find anything to show the wife of George Symes of Isle of 
Wight and Surrey, we will know which one it was py inference, If her 
name Was Margaret, we will know it was the George who came from London 
and not from Antigua, If it was someone else than Margaret, he then 
would probably be the George of Antigua. 

You spoke in your letter of February 9th of: the firet book in 
Surrey, which has to be run over to find what is in it. If there is 
any possibility of finding anything in that to identify George Symes? 
wife, by all means run through it, end let me know, : 

§ 


Sincerely yours, \ 


